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Anexo 2- Regulamento da comissão certificadora, assinado 
pela FCT, AdI e OCT, 26 de Março de 1998 
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Anexo 7 - Benchmarking internacional - comparação com outros países (OCED, 2007 e 
2009) 

AN OVERVIEW OF R&D TAX INCENTIVES: 2009, 2010 (TO BE UPDATED WITH COUNTRIES INFORMATION) 
 
Country/ Tax 
Incentive  

Description of Tax Incentive Refund Carryover Limitations R&D performed abroad 
by resident/permanent 
entities 

Definition 
Rates Expense 

base 
Deducted 

from 

AUSTRALIA  

2009 

R&D Tax Concession  

 

125% on volume 
plus 175% on 
increment over 
past 3 years 
average 

 

Current and 
machinery 
and 
equipment 
(depreciation) 

Taxable 
income 
(taxable) 

All small firms in 
tax loss position 
can claim an R&D 
tax refund equal to 
tax savings from 
Tax Concession  

Indefinite No ceiling but a 
floor of AUD 
20,000 (USD 
15,600) 

Some overseas R&D activities 
may be eligible if these 
activities cannot be carried out 
in Australia and if no more 
than 10% of the total R&D 
expenditure relates to 
overseas R&D activities 

Largely FM, but may be 
broader (include some 
routine tests and data 
collection) or narrower 
(excludes R&D in social 
sciences) 

 

2010 

R&D Tax Concession  

 

45% on volume 
refundable for 
small firms; 40% 
of volume non-
refundable for 
large firms, 
including 
multinationals 

 

 

 

? 

 

 

 

? 

 

 

 

? 

 

 

 

? 

 

 

 

? 

 

 

 

? 

 

 

 

? 

 

AUSTRIA 

 

R&D  

Allowance 1 

 

 

 

125% on volume 
plus 135% on 
increment over 3 
years 

 

 

 

Current costs 

 

 

 

 

 

Taxable 
income 

 

 

 

Not available 

 

 

 

 

 

No but refund 
available 
through 
alternative tax 
credit 

 

 

 

No ceiling 

 

 

 

No 

 

 

 

 

No R&D definition applied; 
as a substitute patent law is 
applied to determine what is 
an “invention” 

R&D Allowance 2 for 
intramural R&D and 
extramural R&D 

125% on volume Current costs Taxable 
income 

Not available 

 

 No ceiling for 
intramural R&D, 
but ceiling of 

Yes for extramural R&D, 
institutions in the EEA that are 
not under control of the 

FM definitions of   intramural 
and extramural R&D 
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Country/ Tax 
Incentive  

Description of Tax Incentive Refund Carryover Limitations R&D performed abroad 
by resident/permanent 
entities 

Definition 
Rates Expense 

base 
Deducted 

from 

100.000 € for 
extramural 

applicant enterprise 

Research premium for 
intramural R&D and 
extramural R&D 

8%  Tax payable Refund available 
for all firms 

 No ceiling for 
intramural R&D, 
but ceiling of 
100.000 € for 
extramural 

 FM definitions of   intramural 
and extramural R&D 

BELGIUM 

Investment deduction for 
R&D 

 

113.5% on 
volume 

 

Capital assets  

 

 

Taxable 
income 

 

Not available 

 

Indefinite 

 

No ceiling 

 

Not eligible 

 

Broader than FM definition 
as it includes investments in 
technology 

Collaboration R&D tax 
credit on wages 

 

50% on volume 
of researchers’ 
wages involved 
in private-public 
collaboration 

Gross 
research 
wages  

 

Reduction of 
withholding 
tax  

 

Immediate refund 
through wage tax 
system 

Not applicable No ceiling Eligible for collaboration with 
universities within EU-25 

FM  

 

Incentive R&D 
depreciation 

Over 3 years R&D M&E Taxable 
income 

    FM 

 

CANADA 

SR&ED Tax Credit 

 

Incentive R&D 
depreciation 

 

20% for large 
firms and 35% 
for small firms 
(CCPC) 

 

100% 

 

Current and 
M&E 

 

 

R&D M&E 

 

Tax payable 
(benefit is 
taxable) 

 

Taxable 
income 

 

Cash refund for 
small firms (CCPC) 

 

20 years 

 

Generally no 
ceiling but small 
firms get 35% 
credit on first CAD 
2M (USD 1.73 M) 
R&D only 

 

Not eligible 

 

Narrower than FM (excludes 
research in the social 
sciences or the humanities) 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

R&D allowance 

 

 

200% on volume 

 

 

Current costs 

 

 

Taxable 
income 

 

 

Not available 

 

 

Carry forward for 
3 years 

 

 

No 

 

 

 

 

 

R&D not defined in income 
tax act 
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Country/ Tax 
Incentive  

Description of Tax Incentive Refund Carryover Limitations R&D performed abroad 
by resident/permanent 
entities 

Definition 
Rates Expense 

base 
Deducted 

from 

 
 

DENMARK 

R&D allowance for 
private-public partnering 

 

 

150% on volume 
collaborative 
R&D 

 

 

Current costs 

 

 

Taxable 
income 

 

 

Not available 

 

 

Indefinite 

Deductible costs 
paid to a public 
R&D institutes are 
subject to a min of 
DKK 500,000 (USD 
88,000) and a max 
of DKK 5M (USD 
880,000) per year 

 

 

Not eligible 

 

 

FM 

 

FRANCE 

Research tax credit 
(CIR) 

 

 

30% on volume 
up to 100 million 
euro and 5% on 
expenditures 
higher than 100 
million euro 

 

 

Current plus 
depreciation 
of all capital 
assets 

 

 

Tax payable 

 

 

 

 

Startup firms (< 2 
years old) – 
immediate refund 

Other firms – after 
3 years 

 

 

Carry forward for 
3 years – 
balance 
refunded in 4th 

 

 

? 

 

 

Eligible – R&D must  be 
performed in France and in 
other EU countries 

 

 

Broader FM – quality 
standards expenses 
included 

 

GREECE 

R&D allowance 

 

 

50% on 
increment based 
on past 2 year 
average 

 

 

Current costs 

 

 

Taxable 
income 

 

 

? 

 

 

? 

 

 

? 

 

 

? 

 

 

 

? 

 

HUNGARY 

R&D allowance for 
private-public partnering 

 

 

 

200% on volume 
and up to 400% 
depending on 
type of institution 

 

 

Current costs 

 

 

 

Taxable 
income 

 

 

 

Not available 

 

 

Carry forward for 
5 years 

 

 

 

May not exceed 
HUF 50 million per 
year (USD 260, 
000) per 
organization 

 

 

Not permitted if not payments 
to Hungarian research 
institutions 

 

 

FM 
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Country/ Tax 
Incentive  

Description of Tax Incentive Refund Carryover Limitations R&D performed abroad 
by resident/permanent 
entities 

Definition 
Rates Expense 

base 
Deducted 

from 

 

Incentive R&D 
depreciation 

 

Over 3 years 

 

R&D M&E 

 

Taxable 
income 

 

ITALY 

R&D tax credit 

 

 

10% on volume 

 

 

Current costs 
and M&E 

 

 

Tax payable 

 

 

? 

 

 

? 

 

 

? 

 

 

? 

 

 

 

? 

 

IRELAND 

R&D tax credit 

 

R&D tax credit on 
buildings 

 

Incentive R&D 
depreciation 

 

 

 

25% on 
increment 

 

20% on volume 

 

100% in year 1 

 

 

Current and 
M&E 

 

R&D buildings 

 

R&D – capital 
expenditure 
on scientific 
research and  
acquisition of 
industrial 
know-how 

 

 

Tax payable 

 

Tax payable 

 

Taxable 
income 

 

 

Not available 

 

Not available 

 

 

Indefinitely 

 

Indefinitely 

 

 

 None 

 

None 

 

Know-how not 
allowed where 
purchased together 
with the trade to 
which it relates or 
purchased from a 
related party 

 

 

Permitted in EEA provided no 
tax incentive is claimed in 
other EEA country 

 

 

Based on FM but narrower 
(excludes R&D in social 
sciences) 

 

JAPAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
  
 

60

Country/ Tax 
Incentive  

Description of Tax Incentive Refund Carryover Limitations R&D performed abroad 
by resident/permanent 
entities 

Definition 
Rates Expense 

base 
Deducted 

from 

 

R&D tax credit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Incentive R&D 
depreciation 

 

Large firms: 8% 
to 10% on 
volume (Small 
firms: 12%) 
depending on 
R&D/sales ratio. 

Plus 5% on 
increment 
(calculated on 
the average of 
the past 3 years) 
if R&D spending 
exceeds those in 
the previous 2 
years.  

 

50% 

 

Current and 
depreciation 
of machinery 
and 
equipment 

 

 

 

R&D M&E 

 

Tax payable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taxable 
income 

 

Not available 

 

Carry forward for 
1 year 

 

Up to 20% of 
corporate income 
tax 

 

Eligible for R&D performed 
abroad 

 

Largely Frascati 

 

KOREA 

 

Tax credit for 
development of 
technology and 

 

 

 

15% on volume 

 

 

 

Current costs 

 

 

 

Tax payable 

 

 

 

Not available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No limits identified 

 

 

 

Likely not eligible 

 

 

 

Broader than Frascati – 
includes technology, 
innovation and training  
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Country/ Tax 
Incentive  

Description of Tax Incentive Refund Carryover Limitations R&D performed abroad 
by resident/permanent 
entities 

Definition 
Rates Expense 

base 
Deducted 

from 

manpower 

 

Alternative tax credit 

 

 

R&D facilities tax credit 

 

 

50% on 
increment over 
average of past 
4 years  

 

10% on volume 

 

 

Current costs 

 

 

 

Machinery 
and buildings 

 

 

Tax payable 

 

 

 

Tax payable 

 

MEXICO 

2008 

R&D tax credit 

 

 

 

 

30% on volume 

 

 

 

Current costs 
and 
investments 
(like 
laboratory 
equipment, 
pilot 
experimental 
plants, 
computers) for 
specific R&D 
purposes 

 

 

 

Tax payable 

 

 

 

Not available 

 

 

 

Can be carried 
forward up to   
ten fiscal years 

 

 

 

Amount available 
and its breakdown 
by sector and type 
of project is 
decided by the 
Revenue Law (e.g. 
4,500 million pesos 
for tax credits in 
2007).   

 

 

 

 

Not eligible 

 

 

 

FM 

 

2009 

 

R&D tax credit repealed (converted in direct assistance in 2009).  
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Country/ Tax 
Incentive  

Description of Tax Incentive Refund Carryover Limitations R&D performed abroad 
by resident/permanent 
entities 

Definition 
Rates Expense 

base 
Deducted 

from 

 
 

NETHERLANDS 

R&D wage tax credit  

 

 

 

14% on volume; 

42% for small 
firms 

 

 

Research 
wages 

 

 

Reduction of 
withholding 
tax on wages 

 

 

 

Works like refund 

 

 

Not applicable 

 

 

For small firms limit 
for 42% credit is € 
110,000 (USD 
144,000) of R&D 
wages  

 

 

R&D performed in the EU by 
companies who withhold 
Dutch wage taxes is eligible. 

 

 

 

Likely broader than Frascati 
-   projects are only required 
to develop technology that is 
new to the firm rather than 
to society; but also narrower 
(exclusion of applied R&D 
on (new) services) 

 

NEW ZEALAND 

2008 

 

 

15% on volume 

 

 

 

      

 

2009 

 

 

R&D tax credit repealed.  Will take effect in 2009/10 tax year 

 

NORWAY 

R&D tax credit  

 

 

 

18% on volume; 
20% for SMEs 

 

 

Current costs 

 

 

Tax payable 

 

 

Refund of tax 
credits exceeding 
assessed taxes (all 
firms)  

 

 

Not relevant 

 

 

Up to NOK 4 
million (USD 
650,000; if joint 
project with 
approved R&D 
institution – up to 
NOK 8M (USD 
1.3M) 

 

 

Own R&D costs incurred 
abroad are eligible unless the 
tax treaty with the other state 
is based on the exemption 
method. Mere purchase of 
R&D services from approved 
R&D institutions abroad is 
always eligible. 

 

 

Largely Frascati 
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Country/ Tax 
Incentive  

Description of Tax Incentive Refund Carryover Limitations R&D performed abroad 
by resident/permanent 
entities 

Definition 
Rates Expense 

base 
Deducted 

from 

POLAND  

Technology purchase 
tax credit 

 

 

30% for large 
firms and 50% 
for small firms; 
on volume 

 

Capital assets 

 

Tax payable 

 

Not available 

 

Carry forward of 
losses for 5 
years; up to 50% 
of the loss may 
be set off in 
each year 

 

? 

 

R&D expenditures can be 
deducted if performed abroad 

 

 

 

Technology innovation 
incentive – know how, 
patents etc. 

 

PORTUGAL 

 

R&D tax credit 

 

 

 

32,5% on 
volume and 50% 
on increment 
over past 2 
years average 

 

 

 

Current costs 

 

 

 

Tax payable 

 

 

 

Not available 

 

 

 

Carry forward for 
6 years 

 

 

 

up to 1.500.000 € 
in increment.  The 
other factor doesn’t 
have limitation 

 

 

 

Not eligible 

 

 

 

Largely Frascati Manual 

 

SLOVAK REPUBLIC 

 

R&D tax credit 

 

 

 

No details yet 

 

SPAIN 

 

R&D tax credit 

 

 

 

30% on volume 
and 50% on 
increment over 

 

 

 

Current 

 

 

 

Tax payable 

 

 

 

Not available 

 

 

 

Carry forward up 

 

 

 

Up to 35% of the 
amount of the 
gross corporate 

 

 

 

Eligible R&D may be partly 
carried on abroad (limited to 
25% of total project expenses) 

 

 

 

Based on FM, but broader 
(includes design and 
manufacturing of samples) 
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Country/ Tax 
Incentive  

Description of Tax Incentive Refund Carryover Limitations R&D performed abroad 
by resident/permanent 
entities 

Definition 
Rates Expense 

base 
Deducted 

from 

 

 

 

R&D tax credit for 
tangible assets 

 

Incentive R&D 
depreciation 

 

past 2 years 
average 

 

10% on volume 

 

 

100% 

expenses 

 

 

Capital assets 
excluding 
building and 
land 

 

R&D M&E 

 

 

 

Tax payable 

 

 

Taxable 
income 

 

 

 

 

Not available 

to 15 years 

 

 

 

As above 

income tax liability 

 

 

As above 

but the costs must be borne 
by the Spanish resident 
company 

 

As above 

and narrower (excludes 
R&D in social science or 
humanities) 

 

Capital assets exclusively 
involved in R&D activities 

 

 

TURKEY 

R&D allowance 

 

 

40% on volume 

 

 

Current cost 

 

 

Taxable 
income 

 

 

No refund 

 

 

? 

 

 

? 

 

 

? 

 

 

? 

 

UNITED KINGDOM 

R&D allowance 

Incentive R&D 
depreciation 

 

 

175% for small 
firms; 130% for 
large firms; 
volume based 

100% 

 

 

Current cost 

R&D plant & 
equipment 

 

 

Taxable 
income 

Taxable 
income 

 

 

Refund for small 
firms - 24% of the 
cash cost of the 
qualifying R&D 

 

 

Indefinite 

 

 

No ceiling but a 
floor of £ 10,000 

 

 

Eligible for R&D outside; 
Approval process for R&D 
outsourced to scientific 
research institutions tends to 
favour use of institutions in the 
UK 

 

 

FM 

 

UNITED STATES 
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Country/ Tax 
Incentive  

Description of Tax Incentive Refund Carryover Limitations R&D performed abroad 
by resident/permanent 
entities 

Definition 
Rates Expense 

base 
Deducted 

from 

R&D tax credit  

 

20% on 
increment over 
fixed sales-
based formula 
(max. 50% 
allowed). The 
effective credit 
rate is lower 
than 20% 
(deductions for 
research 
expenses must 
be reduced by 
research tax 
credits)  

Current cost Tax payable 
(benefit is 
taxable) 

No refund One year back,  

20 years forward 

Not to exceed net 
income tax less the 
greater of (a) the 
alternative 
minimum tax, or (b) 
25 per cent of net 
regular tax liability 
above USD 25,000 

Not eligible – R&D must be 
performed in the United States 
or its territories 

Narrower than FM (excludes 
R&D in social sciences) 

Source: OECD, NESTI(2007)8 and Warda update (2009)
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Anexo 8 – Instituições privadas com reconhecimento de  
idoneidade, como publicado em Diário da República 
 

1997  
2 1997 0004 INSTITUTO DE INVESTIGAÇÃO DA FLORESTA E DO PAPEL - RAÍZ   
2 1997 0093 INESCTEL - ENGENHARIA DE SISTEMAS E COMPUTADORES NAS TELECOMUNICAÇÕES, LDA.   
2 1997 0098 CONSULPAV - CONSULTORES E PROJECTISTAS DE PAVIMENTOS, LDA.   

  
  

1998  
2 1998 0101 PORTUGAL TELECOM  INOVAÇÃO, S.A.   
2 1998 0102 INESC PORTO - INSTITUTO DE ENGENHARIA DE SISTEMAS E COMPUTADORES DO PORTO   
2 1998 0114 EDISON POLYMER INNOVATION CORPORATION   

    

2000  

2 2000 0113 WHATEVERSOFT - CENTRO DE INVESTIGAÇÃO E DESENVOLVIMENTO DE SOFTWARE, S. A.   

2 2000 0126 INESC ID - INSTITUTO DE ENGENHARIA SISTEMAS E COMPUTADORES: INVESTIGAÇÃO E DESENVOLVIMENTO EM 
LISBOA 

    

2001  
2 2001 0116 INESC INOVAÇÃO - INSTITUTO DE NOVAS TECNOLOGIAS   
2 2001 0135 STAB VIDA - INVESTIGAÇÃO E SERVIÇOS EM CIÊNCIAS BIOLÓGICAS, LDA.   

    

2002  
2 2002 0129 PIEP ASSOCIAÇÃO - PÓLO DE INOVAÇÃO EM ENGENHARIA DE POLÍMEROS   
2 2002 0168 LABORATÓRIO DE ESTUDOS FARMACÊUTICOS   

    

2006  
2 2006 0001 CVR - Centro para a Valorização de Resíduos   
2 2006 0311 KINECTRICS INTERNACIONAL Concluída / Diário da República 2ª série - Nº 238 - 10 de Dezembro 2008 
2 2006 0329 CESI - Centro Electtrotecnico Sperimentale Italiano Concluída / Diário da República 2ª série - Nº 238 - 10 de Dezembro 2008 
2 2006 0330 KEMA Concluída / Diário da República 2ª série - Nº 238 - 10 de Dezembro 2008 
2 2006 0331 LCIE - Bureau Veritas Concluída / Diário da República 2ª série - Nº 238 - 10 de Dezembro 2008 

2 2006 0395 GenIBET Biopharmaceuticals, S.A. Concluída / Diário da República 2ª série - Nº 29 - 11 de Fevereiro 2010 - 
Despacho nº 2435/2010 

2 2006 0404 Shortcut - Consultoria e Serviços de Tecnologias de Informação, Lda Concluída / Diário da República 2ª série - Nº 25 - 5 de Fevereiro 2010 - 
Despacho nº 2434/2010 

220070027 MIIT - Manutenção Indústria Informatizada Tecnologia, Lda. Concluída / Diário da República 2ª série - Nº 29 - 11 de Fevereiro 2010 - 
Despacho nº 2435/2010 

220070063 ADVID - Associação para o Desenvolvimento da Viticultura Duriese Concluída / Diário da República 2ª série - Nº 29 - 11 de Fevereiro 2010 - 
Despacho nº 2435/2010 

220070237 NECTON - Companhia Portuguesa de Culturas Marinhas, S.A Concluída / Diário da República 2ª série - Nº 29 - 11 de Fevereiro 2010 - 
Despacho nº 2435/2010 

220070268 Campden & Chorlewood Food Research Association (CCFRA) Concluída / Diário da República 2ª série - Nº 25 - 5 de Fevereiro 2010 - 
Despacho nº 2435/2010 

220070312 Link Consulting, Tecnologias de Informação, S.A Concluída / Diário da República 2ª série - Nº 25 - 5 de Fevereiro 2010 - 
Despacho nº 2433/2010 

220070316 OLIVISICÓ - Associação de Olivicultores da ADSICÓ Concluída / Diário da República 2ª série - Nº 29 - 11 de Fevereiro 2010 - 
Despacho nº 2435/2010 

220070338 WIPRO Portugal, S.A Concluída / Diário da República 2ª série - Nº 25 - 5 de Fevereiro 2010 - 
Despacho nº 2431/2010 

220070339 Tlantic - Sistemas de Informação, Lda Concluída / Diário da República 2ª série - Nº 25 - 5 de Fevereiro 2010 - 
Despacho nº 2436/2010 

  
  

2008  

220080097 Inogate - Consultoria em Inovação Empresarial, S.A. Concluída / Diário da República 2ª série - Nº 25 - 5 de Fevereiro 2010 - 
Despacho nº 2432/2010 

 




